On Meeting Suzanne

By Wally Ely

It is always an honor to say I met my wife “in church.”  It is true.


In June 1953, I was the volunteer audio-visual guy supporting the Vacation Bible School at St. John's Lutheran Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania.  Just sixteen years old, with a new driver's license.


This cute, petite blond girl had never caught my attention previously - but the lightening hit this time when Suzanne Havir arrived and was seated near me in the balcony of the Christian Education Building with her elementary Bible School class.


By the time the auditorium session ended, and the last hymn had been sung, I had turned on my charm and negotiated a chance to drive Suzanne home from Bible School that day.  It was Suzanne's first and only ride in Wally's '38 Chrysler, a charming (?) black four door sedan, with a huge standard shift lever in the floor, that my dad felt was just right for this new, young driver. 


Overnight I renegotiated the deal with my father, coming away with his pride and joy - his gray '49 Plymouth coupe.  This was far superior to the old Chrysler for driving Suzanne home from Bible School, afternoon rides in the country, trips to the shore, or even drive-in movies.


As the week progressed, I became the designated driver each day after Bible School.  I was hooked!

Eventually we spent more and more time together including an all-day tour of the rides at Dorney Park during the St. John's annual Sunday School Picnic.  Suzanne skated the afternoon away with her cousin Suzie Havir in the Dorney skating rink, with Wally a close observer.

Suzanne and Wally attended church regularly that summer, sitting together in the balcony for each of the services – we were model young lovers.

By the time we returned to high school classes in the fall, my best friend Charlie Berman and I alternately took turns driving to Allentown High School, including a stop to pick up Suzanne each and every morning.

Every romance has a beginning; this one happened to have the amazing and satisfying connection of happening in church!

Wally Ely is retired from a career in bank marketing, starting with Merchants Bank of Allentown, and ending with Meridian/CoreStates.  In retirement he works as a feature segment producer of the Connections program for RCN-TV in the Lehigh Valley and Philadelphia markets.  Each December, Wally works with Bill White of the Morning Call to produce a holiday special “Christmas Lights With Bill White and Wally Ely.”  He collaborated with Bob Ott to write the history of Dorney Park for Arcadia Publishing Company.  Wally and his wife Suzanne have three children and four grandsons.

Our 50th Wedding Anniversary is coming up on June 14, 2008.
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